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What is a City of Learning?
UNESCO “Learning Cities”:
• Effectively mobilize resources in every 

sector to promote inclusive learning from 
basic to higher education

• Revitalize learning in families and 
communities

• Facilitate learning for and in the workplace
• Extend the use of modern learning 

technologies
• Enhance quality and excellence in learning 
• Foster a culture of learning throughout life

In doing so, the city enhances individual 
empowerment and social inclusion, economic 
development , cultural prosperity, and 
sustainable development.



2019 in Person (!) week 
long Festival of Learning 

2020 Virtual Learning 
Festival



Not the same but better than nothing.













“Take Aways”

• Convening in and of itself promotes learning.

• Opportunities naturally emerge from convening people with shared 
interests.

• Learning can be more than “This is what I know and now you know it too.”  

• Community engagement is just an email or conversation away.

• Assumptions and judgements about what “they” need or want get in the 
way of community engagement.

• Power of a calendar

• Diverse perspectives or experiences coupled with shared interests and or 
goals make for powerful learning.



What 
could 

being a 
Learning 

City 
mean?

Connections during this time 
of physical social distancing

Potential greater involvement 
and engagement through a 
virtual environment

Partnerships that otherwise 
wouldn’t happen

Respect and renewed 
commitment to cities as 
“homes”



www.lowellcityoflearning.org
https://www.facebook.com/LowellLearningCity/
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